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A story of hope in a time  
       nearly lost to history.



MEADOW WOOD PRODUCTIONS 

seeks funding for the production of 

BREAKING BREAD: THE MUSICAL



SPONSORSHIP PROPOSAL 
MEADOW WOOD PRODUCTIONS

Breaking Bread is a full-length musical set in Ukraine, before  
and during the Holodomor. It was written by Myron Genyk  
(music, lyrics, co-book) and Lesia Chytra (co-book), based  
on a novel by Lesia.

With the village feel of Fiddler on the Roof and featuring 
Ukrainian folk music infused with popera, Breaking Bread  
is the coming-of-age story of a girl who manages to survive  
the Ukrainian famine-genocide of the 1930s.

Inspired by the true story of Lesia’s grandmother, a Holodomor 
survivor, Breaking Bread explores the meaning of freedom and 
hope, with political parallels to today.

The show is performed in English and showcases Ukrainian- 
themed music, dance, artwork, costumes, and storytelling.

WHAT IS BREAKING BREAD?
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Breaking Bread is set during a time of great darkness in 
Ukraine. In 1932-33, a man-made famine was inflicted upon 
Soviet Ukraine resulting in millions of deaths. The word 
holodomor translates into English as “death by hunger”  
or “death by starvation”. This genocide was denied and 
hidden from the world for decades, but information about  
this atrocity became more accessible after the collapse of  
the Soviet Union in 1991. 

Today, Canada and many other countries recognize this 
genocide as Holodomor. The victims of this tragedy are 
commemorated globally each November.

Despite global recognition of the Holodomor, thousands  
of documented first-person accounts from survivors, and  
a trove of archival documentation from the former  
Soviet Union, many continue to deny its existence.

WHAT IS THE HOLODOMOR?
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SYNOPSIS

It’s 1932, and young Nadia dreams of being a singer in 
her small farming village of Semenivka in eastern Ukraine.  
Nadia’s parents want her to marry dependable Yevhen so  
that they may pass the hard-won family farm to their only child.  
But her parents’ ideals are shackles to Nadia, whose idea of 
freedom is a life of individualism rather than narrow tradition.

When Stalin’s modernization policies bring communists to 
Semenivka, Nadia sees the newcomers as her salvation from 
the drudgery of rural life and traditional family expectations.  
Nadia looks up to newcomer Inna and falls in love with 
communist activist Alexei, and her parents try even harder to 
pull her back into their fold.

However, history holds other plans, and Nadia quickly 
struggles to rationalize her prior goals and beliefs. Eventually, 
it becomes a struggle for life itself.



HIGHLIGHTS FROM THE NOVEMBER 2018 SHOWCASE PERFORMANCES OF BREAKING BREAD 

PLAST HUCULAK CENTRE • ETOBICOKE, ONTARIO
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Breaking Bread highlights the value of basic human rights, and 
explores humanity’s responsibility to defend these rights at all cost.

The impact of the Holodomor continues to echo on the Ukrainian 
psyche today, through the words and actions of community leaders, 
politicians, teachers, and remaining survivors.

As per the mandate of the Ukrainian Canadian Veteran’s Fund 
(Shevchenko Foundation), Breaking Bread strives to:  
bring harmony and promote unity amongst all Canadians, 
that encourage full appreciation of the rights, duties, and 
responsibility of Canadian citizenship, and foster public 
recognition of the importance of Ukrainian culture in the 
national life of Canada.

HUMAN RIGHTS AWARENESS
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AUDIENCE

With themes relating to freedom, human rights, hope, love, 
and the strength of the human spirit, Breaking Bread aims to 
entertain the following audiences:

• Theatre patrons

• Music enthusiasts

• History and human rights devotees

• Families with older children

• Elementary school students, grades 5 – 8

• High school students, grades 9 – 12

• All who want to learn more about the Holodomor
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There is a feeling within the Ukrainian diaspora that Ukraine 
and Ukrainian culture is under-represented in Hollywood and on 
Broadway. Breaking Bread seeks to bring Ukrainian history and 
culture to the mainstream by:

• Presenting the work in English

• Telling a story that does not presuppose any inherent 
knowledge of Ukrainian history or culture

• Using a modern and popular style of presentation

• Promoting the project outside the Ukrainian community

• Collaborating with established creators and artists from both within and outside the Ukrainian 
community, to ensure our story and themes are understood and appreciated by all audiences, 
regardless of their ethnic or cultural background

UKRAINIAN THEATRE IN CANADA



P R O D U C T I O N  G O A L S
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DEVELOPMENT HISTORY

AUGUST 2017 Myron Genyk and Lesia Chytra begin 
developing Breaking Bread

JANUARY 2018 Breaking Bread is workshopped at Sheridan 
College in Oakville, using alumni from the 
Music Theatre program, and culminates in a 
35-minute showcase presentation.

AUGUST 2018 Revised material is workshopped at Sheridan 
College using summer students from the Music 
Theatre program. Using workshop participant 
feedback, the show is extensively redeveloped.

NOVEMBER 2018 Breaking Bread undergoes an intensive  
two-week workshop at the Plast Huculak Centre 
in Etobicoke, concluding with two showcase 
performances on November 23 and 24, 2018.
Approximately 500 people in total attended 
the two performances. Audience feedback  
is overwhelmingly enthusiastic and positive.



SPONSORSHIP PROPOSAL 
MEADOW WOOD PRODUCTIONS

PRODUCTION GOAL

To stage 10-15 performances of Breaking Bread at a 
professional 300-seat theatre in the Greater Toronto  
& Hamilton Area (GTHA), with the intention to:

• entertain audiences with a compelling story, 
set to beautiful music

• bring awareness of the Holodomor to a broader audience

• educate students in the GTHA about the Holodomor  
and human rights, using musical theatre as a medium  
for education

• commemorate the victims of this tragedy during November 
2020, recognized internationally as Holodomor Awareness 
Month
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2020 PRODUCTION TIMELINE

PHASE 1:   
DRAMATURGY
• Script & music revisions based on 

audience and professional feedback 
from November 2018 performances 
(January - March)

• Finalize script & music with 
Dramaturg & Music Supervisor  
(March - June)

• Orchestrator to score the music 
(July - August)

PHASE 2: 
PRE-PRODUCTION
• Finalize venue

• Secure sponsors and financial 
supporters 

• Conclude fundraising (June)

• Hire Creative Team (June)

• Regular meetings begin with 
Creative Team to discuss direction of 
the show (June - September)

• Marketing & Promotion  
throughout Southern Ontario 
(August - November) 

• Audition cast & musicians 
(September)

• Coordinate group ticket sales 
for students and other groups 
(September - October)

PHASE 3:   
PRODUCTION
• Rehearsals begin (October)

• Costume and set construction 
(October-November)

• 10 performances, including 5 
student matinées (November)

PHASE 4:  
POST-PRODUCTION
• Close the books, and financial 

reporting (December)
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CREATIVE TEAM

MEADOW WOOD PRODUCTIONS

Meadow Wood Productions is a self-proprietorship owned by 
Myron Genyk that was established in 2018 for the purpose 
of facilitating the development, workshops and showcase 
performances of Breaking Bread.

It is the intention of Meadow Wood Productions to hire 
professionals in the musical theatre and performing arts  
industries in order to cultivate the show to its greatest potential.
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CREATIVE TEAM

MYRON GENYK  
Music, Lyrics, Co-Book

Myron’s musical passion began at young age. Growing up surrounded by music, he studied 
classical piano and guitar, sang in choirs, wrote songs, performed at a wide range of venues, and 
has written and produced music for three short films. Breaking Bread is his first full-length musical.

Myron completed the MASSIVE (Musical Applied to Stage, Screen and Interactive Visual 
Environments) program at Sheridan College. He also completed the CMTWC’s Writers Workshop 
and the Advanced Workshop with Canadian music theatre legend Leslie Arden.

Myron holds a Bachelors degree in Mathematics, Economics, and Statistics from the University 
of Toronto, a Masters degree in Applied Statistics from York University, and a Graduate Diploma 
in Financial Engineering from the Schulich School of Business. He currently works in the financial 
sector in downtown Toronto.

Myron lives in Mississauga with his wife Ann and their three children who actively support his 
creative and musical interests.
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CREATIVE TEAM

LESIA CHYTRA  
Co-Book

Lesia self-published her first novel, Tarnished, in 2015. In the summer of 2017, she was awarded 
the Kobzar Scholarship at the Summer Workshop: Humber College School for Writers. She also 
completed the Post-Graduate Certificate in Creative Writing at Humber College in 2018, working 
with mentor Joseph Kertes. Her second novel, on which Breaking Bread is based, is currently out 
for query to literary agents and publishers.

Lesia was born and raised in St. Catharines, Ontario before moving to Toronto to pursue a career 
in education. Lesia holds Bachelor degrees in Business Administration and Education from Brock 
University, and a Masters in Education from OISE/University of Toronto. She has been active in 
the Ukrainian community since childhood, participating in Ukrainian scouting, dancing, language 
studies and folk cultural events. She lives in Toronto with her husband and son, and has been a 
secondary school teacher for 16 years.
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CREATIVE TEAM

RON CAMERON-LEWIS,  Dramaturg & Director
• Over 30 years in music theatre, including writing and directing dozens of shows
• Professor Emeritus at Sheridan College’s music theatre program
• Ron attended the November 2018 performance and provided very valuable feedback

DR. JASON SAUNDERS, Music Supervisor
• Over 20 years composing music in a variety of genres, including music theatre
• Currently teaches music at Sheridan College’s music theatre program
• Attended a November 2018 performance of Breaking Bread, and shared helpful notes

DANOVIA STECHISHIN, Choreography
• Over 30 years creating dance for theatre and various special events
• Professionally trained in classical, modern, and Ukrainian dance; actively choreographs  

for all genres of dance 
• Director of Arkan Dance Company and The Ukrainian Academy of Dance
• One of the most sought-after choreographers in the Ukrainian Canadian community



R E Q U E S T  F O R  S P O N S O R S H I P



SPONSORSHIP PROPOSAL 
MEADOW WOOD PRODUCTIONS

The costs of producing a professional-calibre theatrical production in the Greater Toronto Area, 
employing seasoned theatre professionals, is expected to exceed $220,000. 

Top-tier theatre productions with a season full of shows face significant financial risk. For 
independent theatre producers, such as Meadow Wood Productions, budgetary challenges are 
even more arduous, and rely heavily on the generosity of the community and private funders to 
bring their projects to fruition.

We are seeking funding for production costs and educational sponsorship:

• PRODUCTION SPONSORSHIP 
$130,000 in grants & sponsorship to finance general costs of the show

• EDUCATIONAL SPONSORSHIP 
$90,000 to subsidize ticket costs for six student matinees (1,500 tickets)

FINANCIAL GOALS
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EXPECTED REVENUE
Grants / Sponsorship / Advertising  .........................................................................$130,000
Ticket Sales ............................................................................................................  $90,000
 $220,000

EXPECTED EXPENSES
Pre-Production Costs ..................................................................................................$14,000
Performers* ............................................................................................................. $89,000
Creative Team* ........................................................................................................ $50,000
Performance Venue Rental .........................................................................................$18,000
Production Costs ...................................................................................................... $33,000
Marketing & Promotion .............................................................................................$10,000
Contingency .............................................................................................................  $6,000
 $220,000

A detailed budget is available and can be provided upon request. 

* based on current professional union rates

PRELIMINARY BUDGET
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PRODUCTION EXPENSES

Production expenses include:
• professional musicians
• professional performers
• director
• assistant director
• musical director
• stage manager 
• theatre rental & services

• lighting & technical professionals
• marketing & promotion
• costumes
• choreography
• set design & construction
• equipment rental
• general production costs

Breaking Bread seeks to employ experienced GTA-area based theatre professionals, performers, 
and musicians at professional union rates.

REQUEST FOR SPONSORSHIP
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SPONSORSHIP LEVELS

PRODUCTION SPONSORSHIP OPPORTUNITIES

PRESENTING SPONSOR 
$50,000

PLATINUM SPONSOR 
$30,000

GOLD SPONSOR 
$20,000

SILVER SPONSOR 
$10,000

• 10 tickets for Opening Night & 
VIP Reception

• 10 additional tickets for any 
show (incl. Opening Night)

• Opportunity to address the 
Opening Night audience and 
any subsequent shows

• Full-page message/ad in the 
event program

• Prominent Logo/Recognition in 
event program, website, social 
media, handbills & posters

• 6 tickets for Opening  
Night & VIP Reception

• 6 additional tickets for any 
show (incl. Opening Night)

• Opportunity to address the 
Opening Night audience 
and one subsequent show

• Half-page message in the 
event program

• Prominent Logo/
Recognition in event 
program, website, social 
media, handbills & posters

• 4 tickets for Opening  
Night & VIP Reception

• 4 additional tickets for any 
show (incl. Opening Night)

• Logo/Recognition in event 
program, website, social 
media, handbills & posters

• 2 tickets for Opening  
Night & VIP Reception

• 2 additional tickets for any 
show (incl. Opening Night)

• Logo/Recognition in event 
program, website, social 
media, handbills & posters

2 OPPORTUNITIES 
AVAILABLE

4 OPPORTUNITIES 
AVAILABLE

6 OPPORTUNITIES 
AVAILABLE

12 OPPORTUNITIES 
AVAILABLE
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EDUCATIONAL SPONSORSHIP

We are seeking funding to fully-subsidize group ticket 
sales for six matinee performances of Breaking Bread 
for the following groups:

• Ukrainian Elementary Schools in the Greater  
Toronto Area, Grades 5-8 (600 students)

• High school Drama/Music/Dance/Theatre students  
in the GTHA, Grades 9-12 (600 students)

• High school History Students in the GTHA,  
as part of genocide awareness curriculum,  
Grades 9-12 (300 students)

REQUEST FOR SPONSORSHIP

EDUCATIONAL SPONSOR   
$15,000/SHOW

Fully subsidized group ticket sales of  
ONE matinee performance

• 4 tickets for Opening Night Show + VIP Reception
• 4 additional tickets for the matinee performance
• Opportunity to address the matinee audience
• Half-page message in the event program
• Logo/Recognition in event program, website, social media, 

handbills & posters

6 OPPORTUNITIES AVAILABLE
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2018 SPONSORS
Meadow Wood Productions gratefully acknowledges 
the support of the following for the November 2018 

Showcase presentation of Breaking Bread:

PLAST HUCULAK CENTRE

     

ANONYMOUS DONOR

2020 SPONSORS
Meadow Wood Productions gratefully acknowledges 

the commitment of the following sponsors for the 
November 2020 Presentation of Breaking Bread:

  
$20,000

PLAST HUCULAK CENTRE 
Rehearsal Space

 
Graphic Design & Promotion

SPONSORS
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MARKETING & PROMOTION

TARGET AUDIENCE

• Ukrainian-Canadian community of Southern 
Ontario, including Windsor, London, Niagara 
Region, Greater Toronto Area, Oshawa, 
and Ottawa, as well as upstate NY (Buffalo, 
Rochester, Syracuse) and Detroit, Michigan

• Musical Theatre enthusiasts in the Greater 
Toronto & Hamilton Area

• Families and students via four elementary 
level Ukrainian heritage schools in the Toronto 
and Dufferin-Peel District School Boards

• High school and community college students 
who focus on performing arts, history and 
human rights

MEDIA & PROMOTION

• Various print and online media, including 
Ukrainian and arts-community newspapers 

• The Shevchenko Foundation has a broad 
reach of the Ukrainian Canadian community 
through various platforms and is a committed 
sponsor of Breaking Bread

• Mississauga Arts Council has committed their 
promotional support across various platforms

• We hope to engage Toronto’s Ukrainian-
language TV programs (ForumTV & Kontakt) 
as media sponsors

• We hope to secure the Canadian Museum 
for Human Rights and the Holodomor 
Research & Education Consortium (HREC) 
as supporters of Breaking Bread. Both are 
reputable organizations dedicated to bringing 
awareness of the Holodomor to a national 
audience.



T H A N K  Y O U

F O R  Y O U R  C O N S I D E R A T I O N

meadowwoodproductions@gmail.com

www.breakingbreadthemusical.com


